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Biography Report: Martin Luther King Jr
Introduction
The reflection on the life of Martin Luther King Jr epitomizes a passionate social activist who was hell-bent on upholding equal rights for all regardless of their race or ethnic background. In essence, Dr. King played a crucial role in the American civil rights movement where he fought for the rights of Africa-Americans during the 1950s until he met his death through an assassin's bullet in 1968. Equally important is the fact that Dr. King vehemently campaigned for the rights of all victims of injustice as well as those who were economically disadvantaged. Perhaps the most uniques aspect of Dr. King’s approach is the fact that despite the threat of violence from his detractors, he advocated for peaceful protests that culminated in watershed events such as the historic 1963 March on Washington and the Montgomery Bus Boycott. Dr. King’s disruptions culminated in the creation of the Civil Rights Act as well as the Voting Rights Act (King Jr & Line, 1969). Dr, King, was deservedly awarded the Nobel Peace Prize in 1964 for his remarkable contribution to the equality framework in the U.S and the Martin Luther King, Jr. The day was admitted as a federal holiday for his commemoration since 1986. Consequently, this paper focuses on presenting Dr. King’s biography while focusing on the different aspects of his life and how his civil rights efforts are demonstrative of the need to develop legislation that denotes equality for all regardless of their skin color. 
Birth and Growing Up
Dr. King was born on January 15, 1929, in Atlanta, Georgia and was the second child to Alberta Williams King and Martin Luther King Sr. His father was a renowned pastor at the Baptist church while his mother was a former schoolteacher. Dr. King grew up with his siblings Christine and Alfred in Sweet Auburn neighbourhood, a geographical location that is known for churning out some of the most prosperous African-Americans in the U.S. Dr. King may be described as a gifted student who attended different segregated public schools before he was admitted to Morehouse College aged 15 which was the alma matter for both his maternal grandfather and father (Bennett, 1992). Initially, Dr. King was admitted to pursue a course in medicine and law, but under the tutelage of Morehouse’s president Dr. Benjamin Mays, Martin Luther King Jr changed his mind and opted to become a theologian. This occurrence may be attributed to the fact that his mentor was an outspoken activist for racial equality and was also an influential theologian who gave compelling sermons. After his graduation in 1948, Dr. King has admitted in Crozer Theological Seminary located in Pennsylvania where he garnered a Bachelor of Divinity degree where he was accorded a prestigious fellowship including being elected as the president of his conspicuously white senior class. Later, Dr. King enrolled in a graduate program at Boston University where he completed his coursework in 1953, and two years later, he earned a doctorate in systematic theology (Washington, 1986). During his stay at Boston, he met Coretta Scott who was a gifted singer from Alabama and was studying at New England Conservatory of Music. The couple got married in 1953 and settled in Montgomery, Alabama, and Dr. King began a career path as a pastor at the Dexter Avenue Baptist Church. 
Dr. King’s Adult Life
Before he met his demise, Dr. King was a father to four children namely Yolanda Denise King, Martin Luther King III, Dexter Scott King and Bernice Albertine King. Dr. King’s family resided in one of the Southern states where African-Americans have always been subjected to derogatory laws. During the era of the Civil War, the majority of the African-Americans were slaves to white owners, but later President Abraham Lincoln abolished slavery and implemented special legislation that granted freedom to slaves (Alridge, 2006). This decree did not augur well with most of the Southern lawmakers, and as a result, the Jim Crow Laws were formulated. In essence, these laws endorsed policies that endeavored to segregate the African-Americans from white people. Typically, African-Americans were deprived of many rights such that they were forced to attend separate and poorer schools as compared to the white children. In regards to the utilization of public transportation systems, African-Americans were compelled to ride in the back seats as well as use separate public facilities such as restrooms and drinking fountains which were marked as “For colored only”.  During his childhood days, Dr. King was cultured in the sense that he was aware that the laws that called for segregation were seemingly unfair as evidenced by the plight of African-Americans who were suffering to lack of equal rights (McGuire & Hutchings, 2007). Most were stuck in a rut where they were unable to secure decent jobs which further deepened the problem of poverty within the community. This phenomenon prompted Dr. King to develop strategies that would enable African-American gain full freedom regarding social, economic and legal equality. Equally important is the fact that Dr. King was an avid reader and follower of the works of Mohandas Gandhi, the read leader from India who advocated for the utilization of love and peace as mechanisms of fighting injustices. Accordingly, Dr. King’s commitment to the course for the true liberation of African-Americans was catalyzed by approaches which may be characterized as being non-violent.
Montgomery Bus Boycott
Perhaps the galvanization of Dr. King’s efforts may be traced to the landmark case of Brown v. Board of Education where the U.S Supreme Court ruled against the segregation in schools terming it unconstitutional (Jackson, 2013). Therefore, the court ordered that learning institutions should be integrated regardless of an individual’s ethnic background implying that student’s had the right to attend any school of their choice. Such a ruling was of great significance to the African-American community in the sense that it created hope for the future that the society’s perception can be changed. Not every individual welcomed the Supreme Court ruling, and this led to the emergence of sects such as the Ku Klux Klan (KKK) whose agenda was to fight integration often through violent means (King Jr, 2010). Nonetheless, Dr. King and other like-minded leaders encouraged their followers to employ the use of concerted efforts and use peaceful means to win the civil rights of every individual regardless of their cultural background. One of the most notable pioneer efforts in the Civil Rights Movement is Dr. King’s participation and leadership in the Montgomery Bus Boycott. This event was triggered following the arrest of Rosa Parks who was the secretary of a local chapter of the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP). The charges that were leveled against her included the fact that she refused to give up her seat to a white passenger on a Montgomery bus (Johnson, 2007). Dr. King was at the forefront of leading the bus boycott, and most people supported it by using alternative means of transport such as walking or carpooling. Indeed, Dr. King was the official spokesman and leader of the coordinated bus boycott lasted for 381 days and cause a severe economic strain on the public transit system as well as causing business disruptions in the downtown area (Ling, 2015). As the protests progressed, Dr. King and his family faced death threats where at one point his house was firebombed by white supremacists, and this prompted him to move since the city had refused to alter the laws of segregation. Nonetheless, the boycott resulted in victory where the Supreme Court ruled that the state of Alabama may not segregate riders on buses. 
Southern Christian Leadership Conference
Following the success of the boycott, Dr. King was reassured of his social activist efforts where he and his fellow ministers founded the Southern Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC) whose primary agenda was to endorse the full equality for African-Americans through non-violent protests. Dr. in was chosen as the president of SCLC where he utilized the opportunity to travel throughout the country and the globe while promoting the notion of non-violent protests through public lectures (Inwood, 2009). He also had the opportunity to travel to India where he met the family and followers of Gandhi who encouraged his philosophy of non-violent social change including the publication of numerous articles and inspirational books. 
In 1960, Dr. King and his family moved back to his native city in Atlanta where he served in the capacity of a co-pastor at the Ebenezer Baptist Church where his father was the senior pastor. Dr. King’s philosophy of non-violence was put to the severe test when civil rights battles gained much traction in the 1960s. The most memorable is the Birmingham campaign of 1963 where African-Americans protested peacefully through boycotts, marches, and sit-ins (Roberts et al., 2008). The sit-ins were instigated mostly by students who went and sat at lunch counters and refused to move as a sign of peaceful protest. While seated the African-Americans were pushed and beaten by an angry mob of white supremacists nut eventually their efforts paid off since, at the end of the year, nearly 126 Southern states had integrated their lunch counters. 
Birmingham March
The success of this protest was swiftly followed by the protest by the group dubbed “Freedom Fighters” which comprised of African-Americans and White Americans who rode a bus together across the Southern states to put the new law that banned segregation to test. On arrival at Alabama, their buses were torched by members of the KKK and other gangs who also attacked the riders. The local police did little to intervene, and most people were hurt. Moreover, Dr. King had led the famous Birmingham march to stop segregation in the city. The Protestants had an encounter with the state police where dogs were set loose on the marchers, and the children were not spared either. Further, the marchers were sprayed with high-pressure fire hoses, and nearly 3000 African-Americans were arrested. Such protests culminated in the arrest of Dr. King which led the development of the comprehensive “Letter from Birmingham Jail” which denoted an eloquent justification for civil disobedience, and its contents were targeting a group of white clergymen who had questioned his tactics (King Jr., 1992). Although some individuals were hurt physically, it was a win for the African-Americans as the segregation laws were abolished in Birmingham. Additionally, the media coverage in the city raised awareness of the second-class treatment that was accorded to African-Americans. The end of the violent and ugly scenes took the intervention of President Kennedy who sanctioned the U.S troops to go and end the stalemate. 
Washington March
In 1963, Dr. King worked closely with other religious leaders and civil rights activists to organize the March on Washington where the main agenda was the creation of equal employment opportunities as well as highlight other forms of injustices on African Americans that prevailed throughout the country. The peaceful political rally was held on Aug 28 which was attended by nearly 300,000 participants from all races and ultimately led to the implementation of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 (Bruyneel, 2014). The participants walked from the Washington Monument to the Lincoln Memorial as a sign of the need for rights and freedoms of all individuals. The highlight of the march was the delivery of Dr. King’s renowned “I Have a Dream” speech which succinctly stated that one day individuals of all colors and races would live together in peace and harmony without being subjected to prejudicial treatment because of their ethnic background. 
Voting Rights Act
The next struggle for the African-Americans was the need to exercise their voting rights. In the South, most African-Americans were not permitted to register to vote as one had to prove that they were entitled to vote. In other states, an unfair poll tax was levied on African-Americans, and since the majority were from poor backgrounds, this was a seemingly expensive venture hence most could not vote. Consequently, Dr. King led a peaceful march from Selma to Montgomery where African-Americans had gone to register as voters (Bobbitt, 2007). En route, the marchers encountered physical violence from state troopers, and unnecessary force was used leading to that fateful day being dubbed as “Bloody Sunday.” The march was successful as on March 6, 1965; President Johnson supported the validation of the Voting Rights Act.
Death of Dr. King and its Significance
In 1967, Dr. King together with other officials of the SCLC called for the Poor People Campaign whose objective was to create better jobs, schools, and homes for African-Americans. In the spring of 1968, Dr. King had gone to help out with a strike involving garbage workers who were demanding better pay. While on a balcony in a hotel in Memphis, Dr. King was fatally shot by James Earl Ray who was a former convict and a self-proclaimed racist (Dyson & Jagerman, 2000). The gunman pleaded guilty to the charge of murder and was sentenced to 99 years in prison. Dr. King died aged 39, and a wave of riots and violence swept through major cities in the U.S as President Johnson called for a National Day of Mourning. Following vehement campaigns by Coretta Scott King and other Members of Congress led to President Ronal Reagan’s signature where he legally acknowledged the Martin Luther King Day which was first celebrated on January 3, 1986.
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